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LIHUE, Kauad — On Kaua',
thousands of acres of vacant sug-
ar cane fields, year-round river
flows and even an overstuffed
county landfill full of methane
gas should count as energy as-
sets, a speaker at a renewable en-

ergy conference said.

Other assets in¢lude solar,
wind and wave energy that are

available to the Garden Island, |

- said Maurice Kaya at the Kaua'i
- Renewable Energy Conference.

~ Kaya — an energy consultant
- and former chief technology of-
ficer for the state Department of
~ Business, Economic Develop-

personal goai is to wean the state

P
- agree that Hatwaii can get 20 per-
newable sources by 2020,

things are not happening fast
enough,” Kaya said to an audi-

idents. “Businesses are failing,
consumers are complaining and

other institutions is low. Weneed
to let elected 0fﬁc1als know your
concerns and your expectatlons
It’s time t0:act.”

Kaya’s speech captured the
theme of many of the conference
presentations, which came from

ment and Tourism — said his .

.__fiII at: Kekaha, he sald :

‘ cent of its energy needs from re- .
‘ ;Kaua I’s biggestlandowners, has

“You and T both know that

‘projects, senior vice pre51dent_

: Mlchael Tresler said.

ence of more than 250 Kaua‘ires-

confidence in government and -

business, government and public
utilities.

For example, in a panel ses-
sion highlighting renewable proj-
ects under way or under consid-
eration on Kaua‘i, Randy Hee,
president and CEO of the Kaua'i
Island Utility Co-op, said KIUC is
shooting to get half its power
from renewable resources by
2023 — while increasing its elec-
tricity production by 45 percent.

Currently, the utility gets
6 percent to 8 percent of its en-
ergy from renewable sources.

KIUC plans to buy renewable-
generated power from Green En-
ergy Hawai‘i LLC, which pro-

poses to gasify:waste wood chips, .

and from Gay & Robinson Inc.,

3 which intends to remake 1ts sug- |
. Ar a.ntation mto Aty energy com-

-Grove. Fa;m, another -

two priority renewable energy
The flrst is participating in

Hawa_;l B;ngnergy LLC, a co-
operative venture with Kame-

‘hameha Schools and Maui Land
" & Pineapple Co Inc., that is re-

searchmg sugar cane, woody bio-
mass, algae and other potenhal
fuel crops. :

Another Gtove Tarm plan is

to build a “solar field” of photo-

voltaics to create 10 to 20 mega-

renewabl

'photovoltalcs

watts of power. The company
also is testing solar-powered
street lights and considering
wind power options, Tresler said.

“Agriculture is the foundation
of the new green economy,” said
Paul Zorner, a Hawai‘i Biofuels
renewable fuels researcher and
“technology enthusiast” who calls
a cane field “a solar and carbon
dioxide collector.”

Technology can help make
agriculture lands more produc-
tive and sustainable, while im-
proving conservation, Zorner
said. The future will see inte-
grated plantings for food, energy
and biomaterials, he said.

"The Navy, which operates the

~Pacific Missile Range Facility on

Kaua i's west side, is partnering

thh Kaua i County oI a project
‘ to get methan: a8 from its Keka- .

Currently, the range has solar-

powered street lights, airfield.
runway lights and research and.

development equiptrient.
“The single ‘most important

thing' we can’do in our state-to’

strengthen 'the economy is to
stop importing so much oil,” state
Sen. Gary Hooser, D-Kaua‘-Ni‘i-
hau, told the conference, Hawai'
spends $5 billion to $7 billion a

-year for fossil fuel, he'said.

Hooser and state Rep. Hermi-
na Mgrita, D-Kapa‘d-Hanalei,
worked to pass a bill that requires

all new houses built in Hawai‘i af-
ter 2010 to have high-efficiency
water heaters. Solar hot water
heaters will save homes 25 per-
cent in energy bills, “without

flrst served ba3|s

E.zmlted Time Ilnly

"~ This Friday, Saturday & Sunday, prices on 2008 models
- will be “rolled back” to 2004 prices — exclusively at
the. Tonnyroup Autoplex, Hawaii’s Auto Mall.

ergy future, he said.

costing the state a dime,” he said.

Yet, that bill took five years to
pass, Hooser said. “We cannot
afford five more years for the
next step” toward Hawai'l's en-

Reach Diana Leone at 808-245-
3074 or dleone@honoluluadver
tiser.com.,

Uehicie Makas and Availabikity: :
This 72-Hour-Price Rollback will affect all Honda, Nissan, Yolkswagen and Hyunda
~vehicles. Nothing will be held back. All of the best selling models, colors and
* options will bé available for purchase. Over one thousand 2008 model vehicles
will be available. All qualified buyers may purchase these vehicles on a first come,

' This Price Rollback will be conducted for 3-days only, this Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, September 12, 13 & 14. Hours are 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Friday
and- Saturday, and 10: 00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Sunday

-:-Bnnsumer’s Fair Notice:
rIG Roliback is NﬂT SEHEBULEB Tﬂ BE REPEATED




